
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Patty Greer family (David Kirkland’s aunt) *Dolly Stringer *Maggie Jenkins Schuyler and baby Stephen Joseph 

*Bobby Harnage *Bill Acuff *Katie Jenkins & baby Jack Raymond  

*Konner Rice (Joyce Laabs’ great grandson) *Mackenzi Crawford (Michael (Samantha) Crawford’s sister)  

On-Going Concerns  
*Art Ellis *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son) *June Denney (Presbytery office) *Randy Allegood (Norma Staton’s 

son) *Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter)  

*Emily Joiner (Dennis Irby’s aunt) *Linda Edwards (Jason Edwards’ mother) *Howard Hall  

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother) *Willard Lasseter *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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 ‘If only you had been here,’ Martha and Mary say to Jesus. Both of them know that if he were 

present when Lazarus was dying he could’ve done something. Their brother’s life was cut short, and 

they are searching for alternative outcomes. If only Jesus were present everything would’ve been 

different. We pose statements like these a great deal in the days after the death of a loved one. A 

psychologist might say this is one of the five stages of grief; we bargain with God in a need to regain 

some sense of control even if it is only in our own mind. We say things like: If only we had made a 

different medical decision. If only he had decided to stay home that day. If only we had found the 

diagnosis sooner. If only she had not answered the door. We reach back for them like Mary and 

Martha, not for the past as it was, but for a different present where the deceased is still part of our lives. 

 Unfortunately, we are all too familiar with how this world works. The dead stay dead—it 

doesn’t matter how you pose the question or statement, the dead stay dead. There is no time machine, 

no DeLorean to hop into, so we might rewrite these invidious pieces of our painful histories that we 

continue to carry with us. We must attempt to come to terms with our grief. But what if this isn’t the 

final stop? What if we don’t have to clutch on to the ‘what ifs’ and ‘if onlys’ of what could have been, 

and instead look forward to the future that is to come? What would change in us if we were to release 

all of them, and instead lean into the assurance we find in Christ? 

 N.T. Wright states, Jesus transforms Martha’s and our own ‘if onlys’ for ‘if Jesus’: “If Jesus is 

who she is coming to believe he is…” “If Jesus is the Messiah, the one who was promised by the 

prophets, the one who was to come into the world…” “If he is God’s own son, the one in whom the 

living God is strangely and newly present…” “If he is resurrection-in-person, life-come-to-life…” 

Then there is real tangible hope even in our deepest, darkest moments. Hope is not only available in 

the future, but here and now Jesus breathes new life into our sin stricken lives and shows us a glimpse 

of the kingdom and resurrects our lives from our depravity, from our grief, from our addiction. There 

is but one question, do we believe? Do we believe that Christ brings hope to our hopelessness? Do we 

truly believe that he has the power to raise the dead? 

 Christ presents Martha and Mary with a different outcome, and it is one that he has opened for 

all of us as well. He raises Lazarus, but Lazarus will die like we will all die. What he gives Martha and 

Mary, the crowds, and us is a foretaste of the age to come. Another glimpse of the power of God in the 

world. Jesus is the word made flesh, the bread of life, the light of the world, the gate, the good 

shepherd, the resurrection and the life, the way, the truth and the life, and the true vine. Those who 

believe in him, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in Jesus will never 

die. Do you believe in the hope he brings to resuscitate your life this day? 

In Christ, A.J. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, April 9, 8:30 AM 

Ladies’ Morning Circle 

Tuesday, April 11, 10:00 AM 

Missions Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, April 11, 5:30 PM 

Holy Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 PM 

Ladies’ Evening Circle 

Monday, April 17, 7:00 PM 

Home of Joan White 

HELPING HANDS BOX - FOOD BANK 
Please place non-perishable items in the Helping Hands box in the Fellowship Hall.  Peanut butter, 

canned vegetables, tuna fish, macaroni and cheese, dried beans, even toilet paper is needed. 

JOINT BOARD 

RESCHEDULED 
The Joint Board meeting for all officers of the 

church has been rescheduled for Sunday, April 23 

at 7:00 PM. The Session will have their regular 

monthly meeting on that date starting at 8:00 PM. 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Sign up now to be a part of scripture reading on the 

square during Holy Week. Our day is Tuesday, 

April 11, 1-4 PM. Readers will read for 15 minutes. 

Call the church office at 985-3158 to sign up for 

your choice of time slot today! 

COMMUNITY WIDE EASTER 

SUNRISE SERVICE 
Sunday, April 16, 7:00 AM 

Coffee and doughnuts will be served  

following the service. 

CHILDREN'S CHURCH -  

LENTEN ALMSGIVING 
For Sunday, April 9, please bring toiletries: 

shampoo, lotion, soap, toothbrush and toothpaste, 

combs and brushes, etc., to share with our neighbors 

in need. 

THIS I HAVE COMMANDED YOU Part 2 
 On the night Jesus and his disciples gathered in the upper room to observe the Passover, He 

gave them two commandments.  The first was to “love one another as I have loved you” which He 

demonstrated by washing their feet.  The second was “do this in remembrance of me,” referring to 

the Last Supper, what we observe today as Holy Communion.   

 Communion means “sharing intimate thoughts and feelings, especially on a spiritual level.”   

That’s what we do when we partake of Communion – we share intimate thoughts and feelings with 

God and each other as we eat the bread and drink the cup. We share the understanding that through 

the elements of the Lord’s Supper, the bread and the cup, we are accepting Jesus’s promise that 

through His death on the cross, we are forgiven of our sins and given the promise of everlasting 

life.    

 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” (Luke 22: 19-20, 

Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24). 

 When the disciples shared this meal with Christ, they didn’t know that in less than 24 hours 

He would be crucified.  We have the benefit of knowing “the rest of the story.” The full meaning of 

the meal and of our Lord’s death would only be grasped after His death and resurrection.    

 On Holy Wednesday, April 12, we will observe the events of that fateful evening with foot 

washing, Communion, and special music.  The service will begin at 6:30 following WATCH 

supper.  Elders will wash the feet of congregants desiring to participate in the service.  This is a 

reverent, solemn service for quiet reflection and communion with God and each other.     

 A nursery will be provided for small children.  Bus transportation will be available.  If you 

would like to take advantage of the bus, please call the church office.   



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, April 2 were given to the  

glory of God in memory of Jim’s grandmother, Edna Hudson, a member of 

the Chancel Choir at Cranford United Methodist Church. Today’s flowers 

also celebrate the FPC Chancel Choir, their voices, their faith and their 

inspiration to us all by the Smith family. 

YOUTH NEWS 
CHURCH PICNIC & EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday, April 9, 4:00pm - Our annual Church Picnic and Easter Egg Hunt is moving this year!  We will 

be gathering at Quailridge Plantation in Norman Park (John & Mary Norman's hunting lodge). Grilled 

chicken will be provided, and sides and dessert will be potluck, so bring something yummy!  Egg Hunts 

and crafts for all ages will begin at 4:00 with dinner starting at 5:00.  Youth will be needed to help hide 

eggs for the children.  Please arrive by 3:30.   

EASTER SUNDAY 
There will be no Youth Group the evening of Sunday, April 16 so that everyone can spend time with their 

families for Easter!   

CHURCH PICNIC & EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday, April 9, 4:00 pm, Quailridge Plantation - Our church picnic and egg hunt is on the 

move!  Join us for some congregational fellowship and games and activities for the kids at John and 

Mary Norman's hunting lodge in Norman Park.  Chicken will be provided, but please bring a potluck 

side or dessert.  Bring a blanket or sports chair and reserve table seats for those who need them most. 

Children who wish to participate in the egg hunt should bring at least 12 candy-filled eggs to church 

that morning (no chocolate).  Bus transportation will also be available. Please contact the church 

office if you would like to ride. 

Directions to Quailridge: Take 319 to Norman Park. Turn left on W. Weeks St., at GA Baptist 

Conference Center. Weeks St. becomes Doerun Norman Park Rd. Continue for 4.7 miles to turn right 

on Moye Rd. Quailridge Plantation will be on your right in half a mile. 

THIS I HAVE COMMANDED 
A Service of Communion, Foot Washing and Music 

Holy Wednesday, April 12, 2017, 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

A nursery will be provided.  Bus transportation will be available.   

If you would like to take advantage of this service, please call the church office.   

TUESDAY MORNING CIRCLE 
The Tuesday Morning Circle will meet April 11 at ten o’clock in the Ellen Vereen Parlor. Dianne Klar 

will teach on James 5:7-18, “Patience in Affliction.” Debbie Peters will be the hostess. All ladies are 

welcome! 

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL 
Sunday, April 9 - Children are invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:50 am to receive their palm 

branches and process together into the Sanctuary as we celebrate Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  
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FROM THE KITCHEN 
I surely did miss seeing you this week at WATCH.  Look forward to seeing you at the Egg Hunt/

Picnic on Sunday. 

MENU for APRIL 12, 2017 

REGULAR/CHILDREN: Beef Brisket, Rice, White Peas, Curried Fruit, Strawberry Spinach Salad, 

Salad Bar, Fruit, Rolls 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: Key Lime Cake,  Coconut Cake, Cookies, Ice Cream 

MENU for APRIL 19, 2017 

REGULAR: Bar-b-que Chicken,  Jalapeno Corn Pudding, Potato and Carrot Amandine, Butter Beans, 

Chinese Slaw, Salad Bar, Fruit, Rolls 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

CHILDREN: Hamburgers, Fries 

DESSERTS: Orange Cheesecake, Marble Cheesecake, Ice Cream, Cookies 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

By walking with Jesus and obeying His commandments each day, we become worthy ambassadors 

for Christ.  When we share the love of Christ, we share a priceless gift with the world.  Should we do 

any less? 

In Christ, Faye 


